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The Executive Committee of the Mississippi Library Association 
has submitted the following tentative program for the: 


MISSISSIPPI LIBRARY ASSOCIATION MEETING 
Robert E. Lee Hotel, Jackson 
October 23-25, 1947 
Theme: Bringing Library Service to Every Mississippian 
October 23, Thursday 
7:30 P. M.—Governor’s Mansion 


Address—Speaker to be announced. 

Film—Books and People—The Wealth Within, showing li- 
brary extension service in Alabama. 

Reception—Hospitality Committee. 


October 24, Friday 
9:30 A. M.—Robert E. Lee Hotel 


Address—Mrs. Gretchen Schenk, Summerdale, Alabama. 

Forum—Depicting Library Service in Mississippi by col- 
lege, public, and school librarians. 

Report of Legislative Commitee—Dr. W. D. McCain, 
Chairman. 


12:00 Noon—Luncheon—Library Trustees and Citizens 
Elizabeth Wise, Hazlehurst, in charge. 


Election of officers of Citizens’ Library Movement, fol- 
lowed by short program. 


2:00 P. M.—The Library Survey—Explanation and Discussion. 


Marion A. Milchenski, Regional Survey Director. 
Augusta B. Richardson, State Survey Director. 
Business Session. 

Open House at Mississippi Library Commission. 


7:30 P. M.—Book Dinner, Harnett Kane, Speaker. 
October 25,, Saturday 


10:00 A. M.—Robert E. Lee Hotel. 


School Library Section Meeting. 
Manie Berry, School Library Consultant, in charge. 


The above program should hold interest for all those who are con- 
cerned with library operation and developmet in the state. The address 
on the Thursday evening program will be by a speaker whom no one 
would want to miss. The picture of library service in Alabama is both 
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entertaining and instructive. The Reception Committee is planning a 
nice occasion when friends can meet. 


Mrs. Gretchen Schenk has had wide and varied experience in library 
development on the West Coast. She will probably give some of the 
very interesting information which she presented in an address before 
the American Library Association Convention in San Francisco. 


The Legislative Committee will present the program of State Aid 
to Public Libraries and will explain the part expected of members of 
the Association before the 1948 session of the state legislature. 


The luncheon is open to all, but library trustees and members of the 
C L M are specially invited. The program will discuss activities of 
the C L M and will tell of some recent library developments in the state. 


Progress of the Library Survey in the region and in the state should 
be of interest to all. 


The Book Dinner, a regular high-light of the meeting, should be 
particularly interesting with Harnett Kane as speaker. Mr. Kane, a 
professor at Louisiana State University, is the author of several books. 
Among them are “Deep Delta Country”, “Plantation Parade”, and “New 
Orleans Woman”. 


School librarians will want to be present for the school library sec- 
tion, meet Miss Berry and discuss library problems with her. MAKE 
YOUR PLANS TO COME. 


M L A LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE SPONSORS 
STATE AID FOR PUBLIC LIBRARIES 


Dr. W. D. McCain, Chairman, called a meeting of the Legislative 
Committee of the Mississippi Library Association August 8 to discuss 
legislation that the Association might promote at the 1948 session of the 
state legislature. The meeting, held at the Robert E. Lee Hotel in Jack- 
son, was attended by: Zaidee Neild, Vicksburg; Elizabeth Wise, Hazle- 
hurst; Cornelia Eastland, Hinds County Library, Raymond; Lois Sow- 
ards, Gulfport Public Library; Anona Jenkins, Clarksdale Public Li- 
brary; Mrs. R. L. Flinn, Greenville Public Library; Mrs. F. W. Mitts, 
State President, Mississippi Federated Women’s Clubs; Evelyn Reed, 
Field Representative, Mississippi Library Commission; Eunice Eley, Ex- 
ecutive Secretary, Mississippi Library Commission. Members of the 
Committee who were unable to attend were Mrs. Annette Wilder, Dem- 
onstration School, Hattiesburg; Elizabeth Jones, Grenada County Li- 
brary; Louise McDonald, Hattiesburg Public Library; Manie Berry, 
School Library Consultant. Mrs. Gertrude Rowzee, President, and Mrs. 
Augusta Richardson, Vice-president of the Association were also present. 


Dr. McCain introduced the members of the Committee and stated 
the purpose of the meeting. He spoke of the necessity for united effort 
of the Association and particularly of the Legislative Committee if the 
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promotion of any legislation becomes effective. He stated that the most 
important legislation demanding the present attention of the Associa- 
tion seemed to be securing an appropriation from the 1948 session of 
the state legislature for State Aid to Public Libraries. Dr. McCain 
asked Mrs. Eley to explain the plan for administering State Aid, as 
worked out by the Library Commission. 


Mrs. Eley gave the following explanation for the need of state as- 
sistance in library development and the plan for the administration of 
the fund: 


“There is increasing interest in libraries throughout the state. 
The Library Commission is constantly receiving requests from in 
terested ctizens, usually from women’s clubs, asking how their 
community or county can start a library. Standards of efficient 
library operation are given these inquirors and those who want 
libraries are beginning to understand that good library service re- 
quires sufficient financial support and that the unit of service must 
be over a large area, for the mutual benefit of all concerned. Town 
libraries are beginning to think of extending their services over the 
county and some counties are talking of combining the services of 
several adjoining counties into a strong regional library, thus hav- 
ing access to a bookmobile, a larger collection of books and the 
supervision of a professionally trained librarian. 


Mississipvi public libraries have increased their local appropri- 
ations considerably since 1943,, when the W. P. A. project closed. 
Even with these increases there are only seven counties in the state 
that are paying as much as 22 cents per capita for the support of 
public libraries. Fifteen counties pay from 11 cents to 19 cents 
per capita and nineteen counties pay from 2 cents to 9 cents per 
capita. The average cost per capita in the state is 4 cents. 


The minimum standard for good library service is $1.00 per capita. 
If Mississippi libraries are to begin to give the type of service that 
will “sell” itself to the public and to the taxpayers, our per capita 
expenditures must be increased. Many counties and municipalities 
have tax incomes sufficient to increase their appropriations for 
libraries, but in many counties the one-half mill county tax and one 
mill city tax, as allowed by law, will not furnish sufficient funds to 
support good library service. A city library that serves only the 
town people, leaving out the people who live outside the city limits, 
leaves these rural residents with ne access to a library. A library 
that gives “permission” for county residents to use books from the 
city library and makes no provision for distribution of books to the 
rural communities cannot be termed a county library and its services 
are usually limited to those who live in town. More money is 
needed for better libraries. 
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State Aid will serve to stimulate local appropriations from coun- 
ties and towns, as it will be given on a matching basis. This has 
been true in other states. It will supplement local appropriations 
rather than displacing them. The funds will be spent largely for 
books. Many small libraries now have good locations and outlet for 
books but are handicapped by lack of books. More trained librarians 
and more bookmobiles may also be secured. 


State Aid will extend areas of library service, taking books to 
small areas and increasing the service to small towns. 


It should enlarge the conception of what constitutes library ma- 
terials and should begin to show that all informational material 
such as records, pictures, films and other audio-visual aids are as 
much a part of library service as books are. 


The State Aid fund requested of the 1948 legislature is $100,000 
for the biennium July 1, 1948-June 30, 1950. 


Several states that have State Aid have administered the funds 
in different ways. In some states an equal amount is given to each 
county. Some states set up the fund from which libraries may 
draw an amount equal to the amount they raise, for the purchase of 
books alone. Some states do not try to serve all counties in one 
biennium, feeling that the amount of funds given to each county 
would be too small to give any appreciable aid and would not prove 
the effectiveness of State Aid. These states use the entire fund for 
Demonstration Libraries, going into a few counties with large sums, 
putting on an intensive library campaign and arousing public in- 
terest that will continue library support of a high standard when 
state aid is withdrawn—not less than one dollar per capita. 


These methods have been carefully studied by the MissisSippi 
Library Commission and several directors who are administering 
state aid in other states have been interviewed and our plan dis- 
cussed with them. 


The Mississippi plan is: After a small percentage is taken out 
for administration, the fund will be divided in two parts, making 
one half available to all counties on a matching basis and using the 
other half for developing a few library centers of large areas with 
funds sufficient to give standard service of a high quality. This 
seems to be a fair distribution of funds and also to be a means of 
setting up a few demonstration libraries that can lead the way for 
the eventual establishment of well-supported libraries over every 
area of the state. 


State Aid would not be used for the support of the Library Com- 
mission. The Library Commission is requesting that its present ap- 
propriation of $30,000 be increased to $70,000 for the coming bi- 
ennium. 
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State Aid will benefit school libraries as all public libraries that 
improve their county-wide service will be encouraged to work for a 
coordnation of school and public library service. 


Mississippi is one of the few southern states that has not appro- 
priated funds to aid public library development. 


State appropriations for public library development for the pres- 
ent biennium are: 


North Carolina $350,720.00 


Louisiana 350,000.00 
Georgia 324,000.00 
Arkansas 280,000.00 
Alabama 140,000.00 


South Carolina 100,000.00 


Mississippi has $30,000.00 for the Library Commission but 
no State Aid fund. 


The Library Association, the Citizens’ Library Movement and 
other organizations which see that a good public library system is 
just as neeessary to the well-being of a state as is a good public 
school system must put themselves and their organizations behind 
the plan if it is to succeed. 


The Library Commission welcomes inquiries and suggestions and 
depends upon the support of State Aid by the Legislative Committee 
and every librarian, trustee and member of the Citizens’ Library 
Movement.” 


The Committee approved the plan as outlined and agreed to work for 
the passage of the bill for State Aid. 


AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION CONVENTION 


Two thousand six hundred and fifty-two librarians registered for 
the 66th annual conference of the American Library Association in San 
Francisco. June 29 to July 5. 


Librarians from 24 countries, from the U. S. and Canada attended 
the conference. Twenty-eight Latin American librarians, guests of the 
State Department at the Assembly of Librarians of the Americas, which 
convened in Washington in May, ended their tour of U. S. libraries in 
San Francisco. 


Mary U. Rothrock, library specialist for TVA and retiring president 
of the Association, emphasized the theme of the conference, “Moratorium 
on Trivai,” in her speech at the opening session of the conference, June 
30. “Events have placed on today’s libraries, as on other institutions 
concerned with education and enlightenment, a more positive responsi- 
bility for getting the insides of books into the minds of men,” Miss 
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Rothrock said. “The broad extension of libraries, popular as well as 
scholarly, is indispensable to the full, purposeful, responsible diffusion 
of information. How this is to be effected is a question for which we 
must seek the answer.” 


Librarians play a vital part in dissemination of information, Paul 
North Rice, New York Public Library and incomng president of A. L. A., 
told librarians in his inaugural address on July 4. “American public 
libraries,” Mr. Rice said, “have always prided themselves on being 
neutral on all subjects. In this atomic age, however, it may be neces- 
sary for us to desert our boasted neutrality. Many of us believe that 
another war may mean the end of civilization. Many of us are sure 
that the only hope is international cooperation. If we believe that, do 
we dare make our libraries neutral as between an isolationist or an in- 
ternational point of view?” 


The recently completed National Plan for Public Library Service 
in the U. S. was discussed at several meetings during the conference. 
John S. Richards, Seattle Public Library, who presented the plan for the 
Postwar Planning Committee, told librarians that “the National Plan 
points the way to improved standards for the individual library.” Mr. 
Richards pointed out that “libraries in the United States giving out- 
standing service are so scattered and few in number as to be in daxger 
because the relatively high standards which they are advancing are not 
accepted as minimum working standards by the taxpayers who provide 
their support.” 


During the conference, the Newbery and Caldecott medals were 
awarded the best juvenile books and for the most distinguished picture 
book for children. The Newbery prize was given to Carolyn Sherwin 
Bailey for Miss Hickory, and the Caldecott medal to Leonard Weisgard 
for his illustration of Golden McDonald’s The Little Island. Both medals 
are donated by Frederic G. Melcher, publisher. 


Eight libraries were awarded prizes in the John Cotton Dana Pub- 
licity Contest for library publicity during the past year. Winners were: 
George Amos Memorial Library, Gillette, Wyoming; Santa Barbara 
Public Library; South Chicago Branch of the Chicago Public Library; 
Des Moines Public Library; Minneapolis Public Library; Harley School 
Library, Rochester, N. Y.; Michigan State Library; and St. Louis Pub- 
lic Library. Honorable mention wa sgiven to the Carnegie Library of 
Homestead at Munhall, Pennsylvania. 


Natalie Mayo, head of the Children’s Department of the San Fran- 
cisco Public Library, received the Letter Award of $100 given “to thank 
a man or woman whose work especially exemplifies the human side of 
librarianship.” A Letter award for the most outstanding library proj- 
ect was given for the first time this year. The award was made to 
Enoch Pratt Free Library for its program of adult education in atomic 
energy. 
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Two trustees were cited for outstanding service to libraries. Mary 
E. Frayser, chairman of the South Carolina State Library Board, was 
honored for her 35 years of service to the cause of library extension in 
her state. Thomas H. McKaig. trustee of the Hamburg, N. Y., Public 
Library, was cited for his work in promoting trustee interest in library 
improvement throughout New York state and for his active promotion 
of local, county, and state legislation for the support of libraries. 


The effect of rising costs of library service was recognized by the 
Council of the Association in a resolution affirming “that a public library 
must have an appropriation now of not less than 50% more than in 1940 
if it is to give to its community a library service equal to that given in 
the pre-war period.” 


Louis M. Nourse, chairman of the Board on Personnel Administra- 
tion, reported to Council on Board's current project of gathering and 
analyzing salary data from about 1500 libraries of all types. The Board 
also sponsored a meeting on salaries, at which representatives of trus- 
tees, staff organizations, library administrators, library extension 
agencies, city governments and library associations presented their views 
on how librarians can improve salaries. Following are some of the 
points considered of primary importance in the effort to improve salaries: 


Sharp distinction between professional and clerical duties 
and between various levels of professional work must be made; 


Librarians must study their salaries in relation to other 
comparable professional groups; 


Efforts should be made to increase salaries at all levels, 
not merely to raise minimum salaries; 


Librarians must demonstrate the value of their services to 
their users to convince their governing bodies and the tax-pay- 
ing public. 


Officers for the next year were installed at the conference. They 
are: Paul North Rice, New York Public Library, president; Erret Weir 
McDiarmid, iibrarian of the University of Minnesota, vice-president and 
president-elect; Elizabeth D. Briggs, Cleveland Public Library, second 
vice-president; and Harold F. Brigham, Indiana State Library, Indian- 
apolis, treasurer. 


Executive Board members elected for the term expiring in 1951 are: 
Helen M. Harris, Lawson McGhee Library, Knoxville, Tennessee, and 
Mabel L. Conat, Detroit Public Library. 


The 1948 conference will be held in Atlantic City, June 13-19. 


Mississippi was represented at the A L A convention by Anoka 
Jenkins, assistant librarian, Clarksdale Public Library and Eunice Eley, 
Executive Secretary of the Mississippi Library Commission. 
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Miss Jenkins gives the following brief account of the convention: 


“In addition to the many General Sessions held at the Civic Audi- 
torium which most everyone attended, I spent a great part of my 
time at the meetings of the Division of Children and Young People. 
The topic of one meeting was “New Aspects of the Library Story 
Hour” and there we heard excellent speeches by Mrs. Ruth Harshaw, 
originator of the “Hobby Horse Presents” radio program in Chicago, 
and by Gloria Chandler of the Gloria Chandler Recordings, Inc., New 
York City. Another enjoyable program was developed around the 
theme, “Pleasures and Problems of Work with Young People.” 


I went to a luncheon given the Young People’s Reading Round 
Table and their subject for discussion was “Reading Guidance for 
Youth.” Various phases of this work were clearly and entertainingly 
presented by Mrs. Sarah A. Burbank of the Enoch Pratt Library, 
Baltimore, Miss Eileen Riols of the New York Public Library and 
Miss Eleanor Kidder of the Seattle Public Library. 


The California Children’s Librarians had a breakfast at the San 
Francisco Public Library on the morning of July 4. About 75 chil- 
dren’s librarians accepted their hospitality. One “celebrity’’, Leonard 
Weisgard, winner of the Caldecott Award with his book “Little 
Island”, was present, but he did not seem at all nervous with so 
much feminine attention. 


Our library school dinner meeting (Carnegie Library School, Car- 
negie Institute of Technology, Pittsburg Pa.) was held at 6:30 P. M. 
July 3 at the St. Francis Hotel. About 35 were present. Mr. Ralph 
Munn, Director of the Library School, was Master of Ceremonies. 
Mrs. Francis Clarke Sayers, Supt. of Work with Children, New York 
Public Library, and author of “Bluebonnets for Lucinda”, “Tal- 
Along Tooloo”, “Mr. Tidy-Paws” and other books for children made 
a most inspiring talk on the work of a children’s librarian. 


I also spent a great deal of time at the Library Architecture 
and Building Planning Institute. There were specialists in all fields 
of library building planning to make the talks at these meetings and 
to advise with those who had specific building problems of their 
own. Of particular interest was the discussion of library lighting 
and heating and air conditioning the library. 


This about covers the special meetings attended. The general 
sessions were informative, but I still say that the personal contacts 
were one of the best features.” 


Mrs. Eley reports: 


I attended the pre-conference institute, June 26-27 sponsored by the 


University of California and the A. L. A. Extension Division. The theme 
of the Institute was “Reaching Readers: Techniques of Extension Library 
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Service.” Public, county, regional and state librarians from California, 
Ohio and Washington gave accounts of library progress in this area. 
Discussions and reports of library activity throughout the region proved 
one of the most helpful features of the Conference. Several California 
county libraries had bookmobiles on exhibit. 


The Convention began with registration and a symphony concert 
at the Opera House followed by a reception. 


The program was full and the day long. The only regret was that 
there was not enough time to attend all meetings and to spend more time 
looking over the fine exhibits of books, visual aid materials, library sup- 
plies and publicity booklets from the various libraries. 


Needless to say, one of the most helpful, as well as most pleasant, 
features of a convention is the private luncheonseand dinners that are 
arranged, the personal interviews and conferences where plans may be 
talked over and many ideas gained from those who have done what our 
state is attempting to do. I was privileged to have conferences with 
Miss Helen A. Ridgeway, Public Library Specialist, A. L. A. Head- 
quarters Staff; Mrs. Gretchen Schenk, who has had wide and outstand- 
ingly successful library promotional experience as Director of library 
extension in Washington state; (Those who attend the next meeting of 
M. L. A. will also have the privilege of hearing Mrs. Schenk talk,, as 
she is the feature speaker of the meeting); Miss Mildred Sandoe, state 
library organizer, Ohio State Library; Miss Estellene Walker, Executive 
Secretary, South Carolina State Library Board. South Carolina, as 
well as some other southern states, has shown us that State Aid to 
Public Libraries can be accomplished in states with low per capita in- 


come. I also talked with state library directors from Missouri, Mon- 
tana, and Nebraska. 


Most library schools had a dinner or some special meeting for stu- 
dents attending the Convention. Mrs. Florrinell F. Morton, Director of 
the Louisiana State University Library School, held Open Howse at the 
Saint Francis Hotel one afternoon. From the number present when I 
arrived it seemed that the entire library school alumni must have been 
present. Then such a renewal of acquaintances as went on and where 
do you work, and who married whom? Personally, it was nice to make 
the trip with my library school room mate, a Texas librarian, and to 
pick up the conversation we dropped in 1932. Mrs. Shirley Knowles 
Stephenson, a former Mississippi librarian, was among the guests pres- 


ent. Mrs. Stephenson is now on the teaching staff of the L. S. U. Li- 
brary School. 


I represented the Mississippi Library Association at the A. L. A. 
Council. An interesting subject under discussion was the question of 
having regional A. L. A. Conventions, perhaps alternating the general 
meeting every other year with regional meetings. This would bring 
A. L. A. Conventions closer to its members. 
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A. L. A. is offering a new award this year. This is to be given to 
the state extension agency that makes the most progress or the greatest 
percentage gain in accomplishments . This Award and the Trustee’s 
Award should be of special interest to our state. The Library Commis- 
sion, being far from the top, has ample room for improvement and if all 
plans go well for the Commission appropriation and for State Aid, 
there may be a chance to win this first Award. Le’ts work for it! Then 
there is the Trustee’s Award, given annually to a library trustee who 
has given outstanding service to the cause of libraries. This Award 
has been won by Louisiana, North Carolina, South Carolina and Ala- 
bama. Isn’t it time for a Mississippi trustee to win the Award? 


LIBRARY DEMONSTRATION BILL 


Thanks is due to the many Mississippi librarians, library trustees, 
and interested citizens who worked for the passage of the Library Dem- 
onstration Bill at the last session of Congress. The bill was not passed 
but the publicity for better libraries will surely bring results. 


Mr. Paul Howard, Director, A. L. A. National Relations Office, 
writes: 


“The Library Demonstration Bill has made greater prog- 
ress than any other measure of social legislation before this 
Congress. It should be noted that in the last Congress hear- 
ings were held before two committees and a hearing has been 
held before a committee in this Congress. Out of the three 
hearings, only two negative votes have been cast. With proper 
work during the fall, the bill can be passed next session and 
will be passed if librarians and friends of libraries work dili- 
gently on this proposed plan.” 


Mr. Howard urges continued effort on the part of us back home. 
He asks that we see each congressman and senator, now that they are 
at home again. 


Mississippians are urged to do this before Congress convenes next 
January. If you are not thoroughly familiar with the Library Demon- 
stration Bill and do not know just how our state would profit by the 
appropriation of federal funds, write at once to the Library Commission 
for a copy of the bill. 


Be sure to communicate with your congressmen and senators on 
this subject! Write the secretary of the Library Commission what re- 
sponse you get and whether or not he favors the bill. 


CONFERENCE FOR NEGRO LIBRARIANS 


Atlanta University, Atlanta, Georgia, held a conference for negro 
librarians May 19-24, 1947. The following from the state, who are 
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working in library branches for negro patrons, attended the conference: 


Ariel F. Barnes, Hattiesburg 
Marie Booker, Aberdeen 

Josie Brooks, Corinth 

Audrey Cook, Pascagoula 
Annie May Fitzpatrick, Gulfport 
Elizabeth Keyes, Ocean Springs. 


Reports from the school director and from those who attended in- 
dicate a pleasant and profitable conference. The following are excerpts 
from letters reecived: 


From Ariel F. Barnes: 

“The Conference gave me a better and broader knowledge and a 
deeper appreciation of the immediate task that is mine to perform. To 
me, it meant putting forth every effort to serve all the people I can in 
the most helpful ways that I can. 


In as much as it was brought out at the conference that we should 
not depend upon books alone to make progress, I have, since my return, 
secured use of a Bell and Howell moving picture projector and a record 
player which we find quite helpful in our recently organized reading 
clubs. 


Prompted by inspiration received at the conference I am gradually 
becoming better acquainted with’ my various public and coordinating 
their interest with the resources of the library. 


I am sincerely grateful to the Carnegie Corporation of New York, 
and the Atlanta University School of Library Service for sponsoring 
the conference and for making it possible for me to attend. It is my 
ardent hope that such conferences will be held annually.” 


From Maria Booker: 
“The conference at Atlanta was simply grand. I ~.s surprised to 
see such a great number of librarians. 


I learned of several ways of advertising the library—bookmobile 
service to the rural districts, books carried to the shut-inns at home or 
to hospitals, how the library helps in adult education.” 


From Annie M. Fitzpatrick: 

“Since I live on the Gulf Coast where library service for negroes is 
new, I welcomed the opportunity to attend a conference where I could 
learn by direct contact with those who have had experience and have 
served successfullly in library work. In this conference methods to 
stimulate and improve library service in large and small communities 
were shown. A pleasing personality was considered a must for the 
success of every librarian. Cooperation with other agencies was con- 
sidered helpful.” 
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From Elizabeth Keyes: 


“More than one hundred representatives and the students of the 
Atlanta University Library School were present at the convention. 


All expenses for transportation, board and lodging were paid by 
Atlanta University and the Carnegie Corporation of New York. The 
trip, to and from Atlanta, and our stay in the modernly equipped and 
comfortable dormitories of the university, was most enjoyable. Every 
hospitality was shown the delegates. 


The conference was, by far, the greatest of its kind ever held in the 
South. The general theme of the conference was the extension of Pub- 
lic Library Service throughout the South as an integral part of the 
American Educational System. 


There were several high points of interest during the week; among 
them was the opportunity of hearing and meeting our poet and novelist, 
Langston Hughes; Mr. Lester, Secretary of the Carnegie Corporation of 
New York; and Dr. Patterson, president of Tuskegee Institute. 


Perhaps the whole conference could be summed up in these two 
sentences: The Conference of Negro Public Librarians, held in Atlanta 
University Center, May 1947, was a meeting of great educational, cul- 
tural, intercultural and social value. Its far-reaching beneficial] effects 
will be felt throughout the Southland for years to come.” 


STATE NEWS 


MISSISSIPPI LIBRARY COMMISSION MOVED TO 
535 COLLEGE STREET, JACKSON 


The Library Commission has moved to a new location at the above 
address. The Commission has long ago outgrown its small space in 
the new capitol, and has secured quarters that will be much more ade- 
quate for present needs. 


The new location should not be hard to find. It is about one-half 
block from the new capitol on the east side—a brick building just behind 
the First Baptist Church. College Street is a short street running east- 
west between North State and President Streets. 


There is ample parking space and cars may be driven to the door, 
making it very easy to load and unload books. 


Do visit the Library Commission when you come to Jackson. 


Address correspondence to the new address. 


MISS DAVIS RESIGNS FROM COMMISSION BOARD 


Miss Frances Davis, who was married to Mr. Forrest A. Miller of 
Waterloo, Iowa, last April, has resigned as a member of the Board of 
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the Mississippi Library Commission. Miss Davis was appointed to the 
Board by Governor Paul B. Johnson for a five-year period ending June 
1946 and was re-appointed by Governor Thomas L. Bailey for another 
term, beginning July 1946. Miss Davis has given capable and valuable 
service to the Commission and her resignation and removal from the 
state will be a loss to the Commission. 


MRS. REED APPOINTED FIELD REPRESENTATIVE 
OF LIBRARY COMMISSION 


Mrs. Evelyn Reed from Tuscaloosa, Alabama, has been added to 
the staff of the Library Commission. Mrs. Reed received a bachelor’s 
degree from the University of Alabama with special work in library 
science. She has worked on the staff of the University of Alabama 
library, as librarian of the Wheatridge High School, Denver, Colorado, 
and school librarian at West Point, Mississippi. For several years Mrs. 
Reed was employed as head librarian of the Tuscaloosa, Alabama, Pub- 
lic Library. 


Mrs. Reed will be available to assist libraries with records, book 
selection and other problems of library administration. 


MISS BERRY APPOINTED SCHOOL LIBRARY CONSULTANT 


The State Department of Education has secured the services of 
Miss Manie Berry of Tupelo as School Library Consultant. Miss Berry 
received her bachelor’s degree from Blue Mountain College and a degree 
in library science from the University of Illinois Library School. For 
several years she has been librarian in the Tupelo High School. 


Through the pages of Library News Miss Berry extends the follow- 
ing message to school librarians of the state: 


“Greetings to school librarians: 


I hope you are interested—even enthusiastic—about your 
position. It is an essential part of good school—and more 
significant—you can make it a vital thing in the child’s develop- 
ment. If you can give to those children with whom you come 
in contact a hunger for good reading, you assist our nation in 
the forming of an intelligent people and assure the child of 
a life-time pleasure. Could any job be more challenging? As 
a member of the State Department of Education, I am ready 
to help you in every way I can. Mississippi School Library 
Handbook, used by the State Department of Education, is a 
clear, non-technical guide to effective library practices. You 
will want, too, the book lists for elementary and high school. 
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These publications are yours, if you will only write for them. 
Remember, I am ready to help you with any library problem. 


Yours for good library service, 


Manie L. Berry 
School Library Supervisor 


Miss Julia Milam LaGarde has been made library assistant to Mrs. 
Augusta Richardson in the Alcorn County Library. Miss LaGarde re- 
ceived a bachelor’s degree with a major in library science, from Mis- 
sissippi State College for Women in the class of 1946. For the past 
year she has been employed in a branch of the New York Public Library. 
Miss Dorothy DePoister who has driven the bookmobile for the summer 
is returning to M. S. C. W. to continue study of library science as a 
major. 


Miss Annabell Koonce of Greenville has been appointed head li- 
brarian at Mississippi College to fill the vacancy caused by the resig- 
nation of Mrs. Rosa Quisenberry. Miss Koonce received a library 
science degree last spring from Peabody College. 


SYKES HARTIN APPOINTED DIRECTOR OF LIBRARIES 


The following communication from the Department of Public Re- 
lations. University of Mississippi, will be of special interest throughout 
Mississippi: 


“With the close of the 1947 Summer Session at the University of 
Mississippi, John Sykes Hartin has just completed two months’ service 
in the new post of director of libraries. 


Mr. Hartin came to the University after two years as chief of the 
Public Service Division in the Swarthmore College Library, Swarth- 
more,, Pa. He is working on plans for a new $1,250,000 library build- 
ing here and on this project he will use experience gained in similar work 
at Swarthmore. 


Whitman Davis, for 19 years University librarian in the main 
Library at Ole Miss, will retain his present position according to a 
statement by Chancellor J. D. Williams. 


Mr. Hartin was graduated from the University of Mississippi with 
a Bachelor of Arts with distinction in 1939. He received a Bachelor of 
Arts in Library Science from the University of Michigan in 1940 and 
a Master of Arts in Library Science from Michigan in 1942. He was 
president of the University of Michigan Association of Library Science 
Alumni. 


From 1940 to 1942, he was library assistant in the General Library 
and from 1942 to 1945 was librarian in the School of Music Library, 
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both at the University of Michigan. He went to Swarthmore in Aug- 
ust, 1945. 


Mr. Hartin is a member of the American Library Association, the 
Music Library Association, and the Pennsylvania Library Association. 
As an undergraduate at the University of Mississippi, he was affiliated 
with Pi Kappa Pi and Phi Eta Sigma, scholastic fraternities, and of 
Scribblers, a writers’ group. 


Miss Elizabeth Robinson has accepted a position on the library staff 
at State College beginning October first. Miss Robinson will be re- 
membered as the first secretary of the Library Commission and later 
as Director of the State-wide W. P. A. Library Project. She will return 
to the state from her home in Sioux City, Iowa. 


The Piney Woods School Library is well on its way to completion 
and will be probably the best single library building in the state for 
negroes when completed. Through the efforts of Dr. Zilpha Chandler, 
Dean of the school, funds have been raised through public subscription 
to erect the building. When completed and equipped it will cost about 
$75,000. The building is of hand-made white brick, made by the students 
on the grounds. An additional endowment fund of $50,000 is being 
sought for maintaining a librarian to administer the library. 


The Tallahatchie County Library, with headquarters in Charleston, 
has moved to new and very attractive rooms in the county building on 
the court house square. Mrs. Eloise Powell, the librarian, reports that 
her circulation is better and that visitors come to the library more often. 
The library plans to ask for increased support from the city and county 
officials. 


Mrs. R. C. Smith, librarian, reported that friends of the library in 
Ruleville have raised $400 for the purchase of books for the Sunflower 
County Library. This is an annual event and provides some of the much 
needed books for interested readers. 


Mrs. Lola Kell, librarian of the Pascagoula Public Library, was en- 
rolled at the University of Mississippi last summer, receiving six hours 
credit in library science. During her absence from the library, Mrs. 
Lydia Nelson served as substitute librarian. 


Miss Maxyne Madden, whose home is in Jackson, has accepted a 
position on the staff of the State Department of Archives and History. 
Miss Madden received a B.S in L. S. from the. University of Louisiana 
in the spring class of 1947. 


Miss Florence Eisele is the new librarian at the Harrison-Stone 
Junior College at Perkinston. 


It will be good news to all concerned that the Harrison County Li- 
brary and the Gulfport Public Library have merged their services. The 
county library has moved into the city library building and the service 
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will be one unit, thus avoiding overlapping and duplication and strength- 
ening the service for both county and city. Miss Maria Person, formerly 
county librarian, will be chief librarian and Miss Lois Sowards will con- 
tinue to serve as city librarian. 


The DeSoto County Library was established during the days of the 
W. P. A. project. When the project closed in 1943 and federal support 
was withdrawn the county Board of Supervisors made an annual appro- 
priation of $1200 to continue the library. This amount furnished little 
more than salaries and provided very little for books. 


A few months ago the county library was made the beneficiary of 
the will of Mrs. Anna Grey Horn. Mrs. Horn, a native of DeSoto 
County, was for many years a teacher and a lover of books. The ad- 
ministrators of her will are empowered to use the funds earned from the 
principal for the purchase of library books. The full value of the estate 
has not been determined but it is thought to be about $15,000. 


The will left by Mrs. Horn was the incentive for the organization of 
a county Library Board under state law (Senate Bill 166, 1938). The 
Board of Supervisors appointed the following members of the Library 
Board of Trustees: 


Mrs. Robert Cooke, Chairman 
Mrs. Neita Winn 

Mrs. Edd Owen 

Mrs. Percy Howard 

Mrs. J. W. Hudspeth 


August 13 the members met to discuss organization. August 14 
the Executive Secretary of the Library Commissino met with the Trus- 
tees and discussed with them their by-laws of operation. Plans were 
made for securing a more adequate appropriation for extending library 
services to the county, of getting a professionally trained ligrarian and 
a bookmobile. The Library Commission was asked to sponsor the ap- 
pearance of a bookmobile at a meeting of citizens with the county Board 
of Supervisors. The Alcorn County bookmobile was brought over to 
DeSoto county and parked on the court house square September first. 
The Board of Trustees and a group of interested citizens were rewarded 
by getting an appropriation of $8,000 for the county library. The county 
hopes to have bookmobile service as soon as possible. 


Mrs. J. W. Hudspeth, county chairman of the Citizens’ Library Move- 
ment has local chairmen in every community of the county. Library 
interest has been stimulated through these interested citizens, directed 
by the county chairman. 


Mrs. Eley and Miss County from the Library Commission went to 
Pontotoc July to meet with the Board of Trustees of the Pontotoc 
County Library and others who are interested in improving county li- 
brary services. The Chairman of the Board explained the growing need 
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for more books, particularly for the rural areas of the county. The need 
for a bookmobile was discussed. The Mayor of Pontotoc and two mem- 
bers of the county Board of Supervisors were present and expressed 
interest in seeing the library expand its services. Plans were discussed 
for getting the county to levy a one-half mill tax for library support. 
The library Board of Trustees will continue this request to the Board 
of Supervisors, hoping to have the tax levy made this fall. 


Mrs. Eley explained the plan for getting the next legislature to 
appropriate funds for aid to public libraries and how this fund would 
help in the purchase of books. Miss Wood spoke of the number of books 
the county library has borrowed from the Library Commission and 
stressed the fact that if it were not for the books sent by the Library 
Commission the county library could hardly operate. 


The County Library Board has just been organized, according to 
the state law, (Senate Bill 166, 1938). Members of the Board of Trus- 
tees are appointed for five years. Mrs. Robert Patterson is Chairman 
of the Board. Other members are: R. M. McCord, Secretary-Treasurer; 
Roy Guthrie, Leon Gordon, and Frank Damuth. 


The Lee County Library Board of Trustees, has appointed Miss 
Mary Moore Mitchell head librarian of the County Library. 


After receiving a B.S. in L. S. from the University of Illinois Li- 
brary School, Miss Mitchell worked as assistant librarian in the Hatties- 
burg Public Library for several years and for two years as head li- 
brarian there. For the past two 'years she has worked as children’s 
librarian in the Westwood Branch of the Cincinnati Public Library. 
She will assume her duties in Lee County in early October. 


Miss Mitchell served for two years as secretary-treasurer of the 
Mississippi Library Association. Her return to the state increases the 
number of trained and experienced librarians who can be counted on for 
excellent service in developing a state-wide library program. 


VISITORS TO MISSISSIPPI LIBRARY COMMISSION 
Some of the recent vistiors to the Library Commission have been: 


Senator W. B. Lucas, Noxubee County. Senator Lucas came in to 
discuss the Noxubee County Library and some increased needs that the 
library will meet when it is moved into its new location in the newly 
constructed County War Memorial Building in Macon. Mrs. Ada S. Fant, 
the librarian, reports that the library quarters will be larger and more 
attractive than those presently occupied. 


Mrs. James Street of Chapel Hill, North Carolina, and her mother 
Mrs. O’Brien. Mrs. Street spoke of Mr. Street’s interest in his native 
state, Mississippi, and of the state’s rich store of “writing material.” 
Mrs. O’Brien was formerly librarian at Mississippi Woman’s College, 
Hattiesburg. 
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Mary Moore Mitchell, Grenada. Miss Mitchell was in the state on vaca- 
tion from her position as children’s librarian in the Westwood Branch 
of the Cincinnati Public Library. 


Nat Whitten. Mr. Whitten has been visiting his parents in Jackson 
before going to his new position as librarian and Director of Visual Aid 
Instruction at Williamsport-Dickenson College, Williamsport, Pennsyl- 
vania. For the past year Mr. Whitten has been a student at Columbia 
University Library School, New York City, where he received a master’s 
degree in library science. 


Mrs. C. L. Sumnere, Oxford. Mrs. Sumnere came in to get material 
on Mississippi for a club paper. 


Mrs. Verna Donald from the Moorhead unit of the Sunflower County 
Library came in with ‘Mr. and Mrs. J. C. Edwards. Mr. Edwards is sup- 
erintendent of the Moorhead Consolidated School. He and Miss Donald 
selected 50 books from the Library Commission to use in their school 
for a three-month period. 


Mrs. C. P. Moore of the Purvis Library came to the Commission to 
select books to be sent to her library readers. The Purvis library does 
not have sufficient financial support to furnish all of the books re- 
quested by the library users and Mrs. Moore reports that 60 books were 
checked out the first day that the books from the Commission were 
received. 
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